reational outings and hikes.
Vinimay organises inter-insti-
tutional sport and cultural
meets, annual camping trips
outside Mumbai and Life Edu-
cation Camps. At these camps,
experts talk to children about
family life, inter-personal re-
lationships, communication
skills and the like. All this is
aimed at helping these chil-
dren fit into society and then
doing their little bit for others
who are in similar positions.

The ‘trust helps children
above the age of 18 when
they leave these institutions,
under a programme called
‘Tarun Vinimay'. The young-
sters are helped with job
placements, further studies
and even given financial as-
sistance to set up small busi-
nesses. Even a difficult thing
like finding accommodation
is looked into. A similar pro-
gramme called ‘Smit
Vinimay’ is run for the girls.

o The trust organises excursions
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care for us,” gushes one little

boy.
The Vinimay members take
care to ‘belong’. They do

not behave as though they
were any different from the
children — they partake of
the same food with them and
even take the children home
during vacations. The month-
ly meetings of the group are
held at volunteers’ houses
and all former students are
encouraged to attend.
Obviously, Vinimay stresses
on the human touch. Its phil-
osophy is that broken hearts
can be mended only by love
and emotional support and
not by material comfort alone.
Children’s likes and dislikes
are respected. Little things
like birthday gifts really touch
the children's hearts. Most
activities are undertaken so
that only a small group of
children is associated with
one volunteer at a time. This
ensures close and intelligent
interaction and builds faith
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